
511

proposed that they should avoid the discussion, for which pur-
pose he would move the previous question.

Dr. BARNES moved, as an amendment on the resolution,
" That as there appears to be conflicting legal opinions as to

the body in whom resides the right of electing a member of the
Medical Council, this meeting of Convocation regrets that the
Senate should have elected a member of the Medical Council
before Convocation had had an opportunity of considering the
rights Qf the graduates." "

Dr. QuAiN seconded the amendment.
Dr. WOOD, as a member of the Senate, explained that the

election was made, according to an expressed wish of the
Government, that it might proceed to make its own nomi-
nations under the Act.

Dr. QUAIN believed it was done to anticipate any opinion
that might be expressed by Convocation. He said the choice
of the gentlemen selected was influenced by a mistaken feeling
which had pervaded the whole progress of the University.
There was a desire to cherish hostility to the College of Phy-
sicians, a feeling which he and his fellow medical graduates
were anxious to see ended, for the mutual advantage of both
institutions, to which many of them belonged.

After much conversational discussion,
Dr. STORRAR, the medical representative elected by the

Senate, stated that he had himself pointed out the defect of
the Act to Lord Palmerston; he had told the promoters of the
Bill that unless it defined precisely who or what body within
the Universities was to have the power of electing, it would
throw everything into inextricable confusion. He had pressed
this point on one member of Parliament after another, but they
said, " You want a representative medical council, the Bill will
give it, and the thing must shake itself down somehow." He
wished as strongly as any gentleman present that the election
had been given to the Convocation rather than to the Senate;
he thought, therefore, he deserved some degree of consideration
at their hands at this particular crisis; but they must submit
to the law of the case. (Divide ! divide !)
THE CHAIRMAN announced that Mr. Jessel had withdrawn

his motion for the previous question, and put the amendment
of Dr. Barnes, which, being carried, took the place of Dr.
Humble’s original resolution. 

- -

The following amendment was moved by Mr. JACOB
WALEY :&mdash;
" That the Senate be requested to submit the case to the law

officers of the Crown for their opinion as to the party in whom
the right of election to the Medical Council is vested."

Dr. JENNER suggested that the difficulty might be avoided
by Dr. Storrar sending in his resignation. (Oh, oh! and

laughter.)
The amendment of Mr. Waley, which was seconded by Dr.

SPENCER, was then carried, and combined with that of Dr.
Barnes, as the expression of the opinion of the meeting.
The following is the opinion of the Council of the Senate, on

which the body has acted :-
" We are of opinion that the choice of a member of the new

Medical Council on the part of the University of London is
vested in the Senate. The Senate is the governing body of the
University, and, except where otherwise specially provided by
the charter, is entitled to exercise all the powers of the Uni-
versity ; and where, as in this case, a new power is conferred
on the corporation by statute, without any provision being
made as to the mode in which such power is to be exercised,
we think it follows that it must be exercised by the body which
exercises all other powers.

"T. TOMLINSON.
" G. JESSEL.

The Convocation then proceeded to the nomination of a list
of six persons to be submitted to Her Majesty for the selection
by the Crown to the vacant Fellowships. The following persons
were returned by the scrntineers:-T. S. Osler, LL.B., 94
votes; J. Storrar, M.D., 93; W. A. Miller, M.D., 82 ; G.
Jessel, M.A., 78; J. G. Greenwood, B.A., 75; E. H. Hutton,
M.A., 68.
THE CHAIR1AX then submitted to the Convocation the report

of its committee appointed on the 4th of May last, to consider
the following points :-
. "The best mode of conducting and registering the proceed-
ings of Convocation, the duties of and mode of appointment to
the office of clerk of Convocation, and to make such other re-
commendations with regard to the business of Convocation as
may be desirable, with power to confer with the Senate or
with a committee of the Senate with respect to the matters
aforesaid." "

The committee has, since its appointment, held nine meetings l

at Burlington-house; after the third meeting, it was joined by
a committee of the Senate, consisting of the Chancellor, Vice-
Chancellor, Mr. Grote, Dr. Gull, Mr. Heywood, Sir E. Ryan,
and Mr. Senior. The report submitted contains the regulations
recommended to the Senate; they principally consist of the
4’ standing orders" by which the procedure of Convocation is
to be governed; the fee payable by every member of Convo-
cation is fixed at 10s. 6d. per annum, or a life composition of
- sE3 3s.; if the fee is left unpaid for two years, the member’s
name is removed from the register till the arrear is paid.

Mr. JESSEL, in moving the adoption of the report, explained
the principal heads of it, and the reasons on which they were
founded.
The Convocation then " went into committee" on the

several clauses and sections of the report; the long discussion
of minute technical points wearied the meeting, and several
attempts were made to adjourn it, but the motions were nega-
tived. The clauses were got through down to the 39th in the
4th section, which provides that the elections of Convocation
shall be made by "open voting by means of signed voting
papers." On this clause there was some discussion raised on
the policy of adopting the ballot in the University elections.
An amendment moved by Dr. BARNES, seconded by Mr.

ROBSO, approving that mode of taking the votes, was declared
by the CHAIRMAN to have been negatived by the show of
hands.
Mr. SHAEN moved the rejection of the ballot.
Dr. BARNES demanded a division, on which the numbers

were-For the ballot, 21; for open voting, 47.
The remaining sections of the report were then adopted.
Long before this period of the sitting it had been gene-

rally agreed and understood that no business should be
proceeded with after the consideration of the Committee’s
report; and that an adjourned meeting should be held for the
election of a clerk and the discussion of the remaining business.
At an early part of the meeting more than two hundred gra-
duates were present; when the division on the ballot took
place, only sixty-eight were present. Many of these now also
left. The moment was chosen by Mr. OSLER to propose the
election of Mr. Shaen as Clerk of Convocation.

Dr- 11-10VPf-l thn.t. (;&raquo;&raquo;vnca,tinn be crmntp.d nnt-
The CHAIRMAN declared that more than thirty members-a

quorum-were present.
Dr. BARNES then protested against proceeding with the

election. They had sat for nearly six hours; only a small
section which seemed to thrust their own candidate upon Con-
vocation had held their seats, after wearying out the members,
who had left in the belief that this election would not take

place to-day. Mr. Shaen was, from his extreme and eccentric
opinion in politics and philosophy, from his open advocacy of
quackery, a most unfit person to represent the University. To
elect now was not only indecent, but absolutely beyond the
power of the meeting. He moved that the election of a clerk
of Convocation be deferred till the ordinary meeting in May
next; and that an ad ’tldc?’&Icirc;1n clerk be nominated by the
chairman.

This was negatived, and Mr. Shaen was elected by the small
knot remaining; the numbers being-30 for, 7 against.
The other business was then deferred; and Convocation

adjourned till that day fortnight.

THE NEW MEDICAL ACT.

MEDICAL MEETING AT NORWICH.

AN important meeting of medical gentlemen was held at the
Norfolk and and Norwich Hospital, on Thursday, the 4th inst.,
convened by circular, " for the purpose of taking into con-
sideration the best mode of aiding the General Council in
carrying out the objects of the new Medical Bill with reference
to the registration of qualified practitioners." Dr. Ranking
was called to the chair, and there were about sixty other pro-
fessional gentlemen present, amongst whom were Dr. Copeman,
Dr. Bateman, Dr. Eade, Mr. Nichols, Mr. Cadge, Mr. Day,
Mr. Crosse, Mr. Tunaley, Mr. Dix, Mr. Brame, Mr. Morton,
Mr. Penrice, Mr. Miller, Mr. Grimmer, Mr. Hastings, Mr.
Pitts, Mr. Morgan, Mr. Woolterton, Mr. Love (Castleaore),
Mr. Evans (Coltishall), Mr. Spencer, 111’. Adams (Bungay),
&c. &e.

Dr. in introducing the business, observed that up
to the time of passing this Act very little had been done by the
legislature in the way of defending the rights of properly-
cluaiiiied medical men. Any one who chose to assume ’the
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ordinary titles which others had justifiably obtained, had
been allowed to practise as though he were a regularly eclu-
cated and licensed surgeon or physician, but henceforth no one
would be permitted to practise medicine unless he could pro-
duce ample testimony that he possessed a proper qualification.
The Act did not go so far as the profession had a right to
.expect, but still it was a step in the right direction.
On the motion of Mr. NicnOLS, seconded by Mr. Dix, it

was then resolved-" That an Association be formed of the
Medical Practitioners in Norwich and the adjoining districts-
to be called the Norfolk and Norwich United Medical Regis-
tration Association.

Dr. COPE:;’LB.2’, in moving the next resolution, stated what he
apprehended would be the effect of the Act-that it would be a
.death blow to those who practised without diplomas at all, and
to those who depended solely on diplomas which had been
purchased ; and care must be taken that none of these got on
the register by a side-wind. He moved " That the object of
this Association be to render every assistance to the medical
registrar, and to supply him with information respecting the
qualification of medical men practising in this town and neigh-
bourhood." "

This motion was seconded by Mr. TUNALEY and agreed to.
Mr. CADGE proposed " That a subscription of 2s. 6d. be

,paid by each member of the Association for the purpose of
defraying the necessary expenses." He thought they should
look the evil full in the face and not merely endeavour to
prevent but even be prepared to prosecute illegal practi-
tioners. If they did this a larger subscription might be ne-
cessary.
Some gentleman having observed that he thought the prose-

cution would be conducted by the Government or by the Re-
gistrar, the motion was unanimously adopted.
On the motion of Mr. CROSSE the following resolution was

passed :-" That a committee be now formed to institute in-
quiries, receive information, and otherwise carry out the objects
of the Association-to consist-of the following gentlemen, with
power to add to their number-five to form a quorum :-Dr.
Ranking, Dr. Copeman, Dr. Webb, of Lowestoft; Mr. John
Godwin Johnson, Mr. Nichols, Mr. Firth, Mr. William

Cadge, Mr. Worthington, of Lowestoft; Mr. Crowfoot, of
Beccles ; Dr. Cotton, of Lynn ; Dr. Rudge, of Fakenham; Mr.
Banks, of Holt; Mr. C. C. Aldred, of Yarmouth; Mr. D.
Dalrymple, Mr. Gibson, Mr. Rose, of Swaffham; Mr. Ward,
ofDiss ; Mr. Smith, of Aylsham; Mr. Meade, of North Walsham;
Mr. Cooper, of Cromer; Mr. Tunaley, of Wymondham ; Mr.
Garneys, of Bungay; Mr. Hastings, of Dereham; Mr. Miller, of
Eye ; and Mr. Bailey, of Thetford."
Mr. BRAME, of Lowestoft, said that they had a deal of

quackery in that town, and only yesterday he had received a
letter from Germany stating that a rush was being made on the
Colleges and Universities there for diplomas for gentlemen who
possessed no English qualification. He thought these Colleges
and Universities ought to be written to and cautioned as to
how they dispensed their diplomas.

Dr. RANKING said that the mere possession of a Giessen, or
any other foreign diploma would be of no use unless satis-
factory proof could be given that it had been obtained by actual
- examination.

It was resolved " That any three members of the Associa-
tion shall be at liberty to call a meeting through the secre-

taries, when such meeting shall, by such members, be deemed
necessary. "

Dr. Ranking was then elected president; Mr. Worthington
and Mr. Tunaley, vice presidents ; and Mr. Crosse and Dr.
Eade, secretary and treasurer.
Mr. DAY asked whether any qualified practitioner would be

entitled to be received as a member of the Association simply
by paying half-a-crown.

Mr. NICHOLS thought that all who had been invited to that
meeting should be accepted on those terms, but that with re
spect to all others, they should be proposed and seconded and
their names put to the vote. There were some men who,
though duly qualified, were practising, he would not call it

merely the quackery, but the knavery of homoeopathy, and
with such men he would never associate.

It was then agreed, on the motion of Dr. Eade, that all whc
had been invited to the meeting should be received as member:
of the Association on payment of 2s. 6d.

Mr. DAY proposed ’’That any member of the professior
wishing to become a member of the Association shall here
after be proposed, seconded, and ballotted for-the objectioi
of one-fourth of the members present to be fatal to his re
ce ptiou. "

Mr. MORGAN said, that politically, he was an advocate for
the ballot, but he thought that a body of gentlemen such as
they professed to be, should have the manliness and straight-
forwardness to exclude any objectionable applicants openly ;
and he would move as an amendment, " That the voting be
open. "

Dr. RANKING expressed an opinion that the best way would
be not to mince the matter, but to resolve that no man should
be admitted who practised the homoeopathic quackery.
A gentleman asked whether, if they excluded homaeopathic

practitioners, they should not also exclude all who met them,
and thus give them the countenance of their assistance.

Dr. RANKING replied that that was opening a great ques.
tion which it was scarcely for that meeting to decide. Un-
doubtedly they must limit the Association to those legally-
qualified men who practised legitimately, to the exclusion of
quacks of every kind ; but certainly those who countenanced
quackery in any way were scarcely fit to associate with.

Mr. Morgan’s motion was then put and negatived by a large
majority, and Mr. Day’s motion was declared carried.
A vote of thanks to Dr. Ranking for presiding brought the

proceedings to a close.

Correspondence.

DIPHTHERIA.

[LETTER FROM J. STEPHENS, ESQ., M.R.C.S.]

"Audialteram nartem:’

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I cannot understand on what grounds your corre-
spondent, Mr. Cammack, bases his opinion that diphtheria
is a " distinctly herpetic " disease. It is true that the exuda-
tion characteristic of that disease frequently commences on the
tonsils in isolated spots, which speedily coalesce and form a
continuous membrane; but I have not been able to detect any
vesicles on these spots preceding the formation of the crusts.
I imagine that the false membrane is formed in the same way
as in croup, and I should as soon call croup a distinctly her-
petic disease as diphtheria. I do not even consider the forma-
tion of the false membrane as an absolutely essential part of
the disease, having repeatedly seen cases, during the preva-
lence of the epidemic, where there has been no visible inflam-
matory exudation; yet there has been dysphagia, the internal
throat being swollen and claret-coloured, and the constitutional
depression as great as when the membrane has been exuded,
and the subsequent recovery of strength equally gradual and
protracted.
Herpes and aphthae, when they occur in a case of diphtheria,

may be in some cases simply dependent on, and symptomatic
of, the inflamed state of the contiguous structures, such as is
often seen even where there is much more remote and trifling
gastro-pulunonaxy irritation; and in other cases have the cha-
racter of a critical eruption, such as frequently occurs in the
course of other epidemic diseases.

I believe diphtheria to be a disease, 8ui generis, of an infec-
timl8 and contagious character, and usually appearing in an
epidemic form; the poison which constitutes the materies
morbi being chiefly eliminated by the mucous membrane of the
pharynx, &c., just as other blood-poisons are eliminated by
the skin, kidneys, or bowels. If it have particular analogy
with any other disease, I should say it is with scarlatina; but
I believe each to be dependent upon a specific and distinct
poison.
As regards the history of the disease, it appears to have

been recognised in England long before the outbreak of the
present epidemic. Drs. Bright and Addison, in their " Prac-
tice of Medicine," published in 1839, describe, under the name
of Diphtherite, or Cynanche Membranacea, a disease which I
think, in some of the forms delineated, is identical with the
present one. The description is, however, so mixed up with
that of scarlatinal and other sore throats, as to render it
scarcely a distinct recognition of the diphtherite as a separate
disease, though is stated that it is occasionally of an idiopathic
character, and " sometimes appears to be connected with an
epidemic influence."

Dr. Semple, in the report you give of his remarks before the
Medical Society, on cases of diphtheria occurring at Bagshot,
states that he was " struck with the circumstance that the


